— Zetten to Sfuwedeon —

Nlsveant-surNaselle, Condd, 28° 2013

Carls Galdoni, Zormsts (1750)

Dear Suweden,

Ue will meet soom, and J am eager to find you out. J am wuting to you
todary this ltten to shane with you my expectations, my hepes and fears about sun
faw J imagine yow, whi pictue I fave fram you, according ta my socint
backgound, my Fremch culbwe, and the media. Seme wiupsints are pusbably
twe, and othen, completely false. pehaps you will be sumprised by some French
pggudices. But that the peint. un't i interesting to bnow fsw you perceive pesple,
and, how people. perconve you? Thus, J omagone that you alss fave some pepudices
about Framce. | wender which they aw. all that J can do for now @ to woie

Foutly, J woeuld lke to say that my glebal image abowt you i vevy pesitive.
Finding bad pictunes from. you will be fand, that s why J have chesen you. Lot s
stant with the negative parts. Foat, as wegands the climate in whih you lve,
panticalioly in youn ronthonns part, § am afpaid ~ as probably all Fnch puspl
wy inbhabitants fuom the Seuth of Eunspe — about youn erdtrome coldmess. J vmagine
veny lows tomperatunes.” to muy mund, Tlouth of Scamdimavia o about the same as
anctic polan cocle, that i to say, luge sunfaces with smow, e, duming all year,
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petatees, amd to be duappeinted by some duhes because they awe tasteless. This
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expenaive in Scamdinarian  countvies, then I went ta Finkamd [(on last
autwmm,), and J vealize that | was vight. evevything seemed ta bo expensive to me.
Und J suppsse that it will be the same (o1 wowe) when J visit you.

be xemophobic, oy even wacsk. J don't share tus epinien, but | thonk that w due te
negatiove in Fremch, politics
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the indabitants of Famce sk suits, aincoats, glaes, ki glosses. I othen wends,
fashior o mat pasticulanlyy youn cup of lea you puefer the practical aspects of
clothes, in orden to practice spovis moe casdy, and to have a healitny Ue. Thus, J
wha mactice thevr spart in smow o ice) ane good in thee fields, and J think that

M leads me to a second positove vmage. youn closemess to mature. Dean
ity o, fonss (ks why s fie 66 of ansloble wasd for o
ccansmvy). and you presevve youn abmosphiore. Ysur cities are st fuge. you prefer
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languages. To my mind, abmest evevy bwede w gosd at English (on at least, better
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Uhat could ] sary move, §f ] had to paint [vmagine) yows portiat? ] would
the exdtrome neith... Jon me, smaginung amimals that we sften see on Framce buing
wmgmwm@mmwmmgnwm%mm youy
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fawe twe faces.” one i baditional, wial, dase to natwe, past-ovented, the other
w a futwe ovented oity, with a figh lvel of education (and why not, [lobel
because ] Ube i, W%MWW@@WW?M}@@%MW
et amymsne. gmm@wd/émg when a French thinks abeut Scandinavian
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Framce, what coudd J tll? To my mind, & @ impossdle for you to musa the
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such as ' cwissants”, " atatoudle” (lke the title of a Diney mowe), " cog au
win'”, %WW/WW// ok X WWM% (s g
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@w@@m%}m% the French bis and se onm, t%d/lﬁ@&aw, a
glabally posttove puctune. I think that the pituie you make about oun landscape w
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Nlenentheless, to my mund, WW’thWW&%m
ommugiates. Und J fhave to admit that you weuld be partlhy wght. Unethe, dea



wdes, but at least, you cam leawm &b at school In Fuamce, we cammot leawn
cowne, and o sun mund, & w alse a difult language. | fave started to lan & a
little with books, and it scems to b easien that I vmagined (& looks ke Gevman
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pesple are not good, at Engluh.

To conclude, I would say that a lange part of my vision about you has beon
gémmmmmw%?wwm@wwwmm
WgM&WWWW@WWWW%DWW
studies, I hawe bat that one of the main wbs of o philuspher o to sverpass
me to face these prejudices o youn county, by lnumg on you, dean bueden, feeling
check vy hypethests abeut you and yows prepudices about Framce, that w the best
wary to fght pejudices.
mportant & to be woll awane of them.

Koo drasons]

Yaurs sincencly

Mlickael Dangin



